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FOR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION IN THE AMERICAS

Research Findings

(Item 2.3 on the agenda)

SUMMARY

STUDY OF THE TRAFFICKING OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN FOR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION IN THE AMERICAS


The manifestations of this worldwide problem have been under study at the International Human Rights Law Institute (IHRLI - DePaul University) for the last two years.  Extensive preliminary research has led to the formulation of a worldwide strategic plan that could accommodate the manifestations of the phenomena throughout the world. 


A summary of the worldwide phenomena, based on publicly available data, has been in the course of preparation since 1999 and is expected to be ready for publication by the end of 2000.  This publication will very largely disseminate the work of the Institute.  It is likely to be in the nature of an article (approximately 100 pages) authored by Professor M. Cherif with the expectation of publication in the Harvard Journal of Human Rights.  Research on this study was done by Annie Relias (1999-2000 Sullivan Fellow), with the editorial input of Charles Madigan (former senior staff writer, Chicago Tribune).


The first phase of the worldwide study project will take place in Latin America.  The study in each country will include three components:  1) official or government research studies on law, international obligations, statistics and practices;  2) unofficial or non-governmental data (referred to in criminal statistics jargon as “black figures”) to be obtained from NGO’s, academic, and religious organizations working in this field; and 3) analysis which will be a study in each country of a comparison of the official and unofficial studies conducted to prove or disprove the existence of this type of trafficking and to show the extent of the problem and the patterns and manifestations it shows in the Americas.  The study does not attempt to provide an exact number of women and children trafficked in the Americas for sexual exploitation but solely to evaluate the extent of the problem, its manifestations and several proposals for reform.


The current project design includes eight Latin American countries, including:  Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica (as the base for a sub-regional study to include the five Central American countries), the Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Mexico. Preliminary funding has been received for the Latin American component from the United States Mission to the OAS via the Inter-American Commission of Women and the Inter-American Children’s Institute. The Pan American Health Organization has also provided some funding for this project.  Other funding sources to obtain the full amount needed to effectively complete the project are being actively investigated.  


While awaiting further funding and to keep the project moving forward, it was proposed to initiate the project in the five Central American countries, namely: Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and also to the Dominican Republic.  This sub-region is a bridge for trafficking between South America and the Caribbean to the “importing” nations in Western Europe and North America.  As funding becomes available IHRLI will include Panama and Belize to complete the rest of the region from Colombia to Mexico.  The work includes: the selection of a team of sub-regional Coordinators located in Costa Rica and counterpart NGO in each of the other five countries; detailed explanations of the methodology and questionnaire to be used by each of the counterparts in the participant countries to complete the above-mentioned three chapter study; development of a timetable and a work plan that will include several meetings to ensure that the methodology and questionnaire are being uniformly utilized by all of the Counterparts.  This sub-regional project is to be completed by the end of 2001.   


With the expectation of additional funding, advanced plans have been made to also begin the project in Brazil.  On May 23, 2000 and July 31, 2000, IHRLI Deputy Executive Director, Bill Cartwright participated in two national level strategy meetings in Brasilia to meet with NGOs and government officials about the project and about how best to effectively complete it in Brazil.  Extensive interest has been shown in the governmental and non-governmental communities to begin the program in Brazil.  The Brazilians have forwarded strategies, fundraising possibilities and helped strengthen the methodology and questionnaires.  Due to the enormous size of Brazil, a model similar to the Central American sub-region model is proposed in which a national Coordination will be based in Brasilia with five counterpart organizations being chosen in the five main regions of Brazil, namely, North, Northeast, Central, South and Southeast.  Due to the size and population of Brazil and the fact that it is a federal system, the costs for the project in that country are likely to exceed those of the Central American sub-region.  Thus, commencement of work in that country will depend on receipt of additional funds. Similar plans to begin work in Mexico have also been initiated.  


To promote open discussion of the Americas project, a meeting of experts was organized by the CIM and held at the OAS headquarters on April 11, 2000, in Washington, D.C., to discuss the project’s proposed methodology with officials of the OAS and members of the NGO community, representing all sides of the spectrum regarding the trafficking and sexual exploitation issue.  The meeting was attended by over 60 persons, including representatives of UNICEF, UNIFEM and the OAS  (including the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Children’s Institute and the Inter-American Commission of Women), as well as members of the United States Government.   Also present were members of most of the major U.S. and Latin American NGOs, including:  the Women’s Caucus, National Organization for Women (NOW), Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, International Human Rights Law Group, and several Latin American groups from Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Costa Rica.  All participants received a copy of the methodology and the project description (aproximately a 30-page document).  The day-long meeting was chaired by IHRLI President, Professor M. Cherif Bassiouni and resulted in significant input from the participants regarding the project and assisted IHRLI on how to better study this problem.   It also made these constituencies aware of IHRLI’s work and how the project would continue.

ADdoc-7.ing

CIM00773E

1
4

