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 REMARKS BY HONORABLE INDRAINE CHANDARPAL, VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE INTERAMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN AT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE XXX ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 

(Washington, D.C., November 15, 2000)
Good morning, President of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Canada, before the OAS, Ambassador Peter Boehm:  

Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States, the Honorable Ambassador Luigi Einaudi; 

Delegates to the Inter-American Commission of Women; Distinguished Ambassadors; Advisors Emeritus; Representatives of the Specialized Organizations; Representatives of the Permanent Observer Countries before the OAS;  Representatives of Civil Society; Madame Executive Secretary of the Interamerican Commission of Women; Ladies and Gentlemen.

Let me first extend my warmest and most cordial welcome to this Assembly of Delegates which has the distinction of being the first CIM Assembly of  Delegates of the 21st Century.  

When I became an Officer of the CIM, we began this biennium with the fundamental task of renewing, modernizing and strengthening the CIM in order to make it a more significant,  relevant, and  effective institution for the 21st century.  We wanted to ensure a stronger and more visible presence within the member states and within the Organization of American States in order to move forward with our objective to fight for the human rights of women and for gender equity and equality.  

As you may recall, when the CIM succeeded in the drafting of the  Convention of Belem  do Para, and, its subsequent approval by the OAS General Assembly, it marked a true milestone.  For the first time, an international instrument redefined human rights from a gender perspective within the Interamerican system.  Without a doubt, this was an admirable and noteworthy initiative with results that far surpassed even our most optimistic expectations.

In this biennium, the Interamerican Commission of Women took on another initiative without precedent.  For the first time in this hemisphere, and within the confines of the OAS, in April of this year, the CIM  held the First Meeting of Ministers and Authorities of the Highest Levels Responsible for Women’s Policies in the Member States.  With much pride, the CIM created the forum in which the Ministers and participating Authorities adopted the Interamerican Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Women and Gender Equity and Equality, as well as recommendation for the mainstreaming of gender in the Summit of the Americas Process.

These important proposals were elevated for the consideration of the 30th General Assembly of the Organization of American States, where they were approved in June of this year.  We can honestly say that this Ministerial, as well as the adoption of the Interamerican Program, attained another milestone that allows us in the future to differentiate between the “before” and “after” of the CIM, and we face today with clear mandates, defined, directed and agreed to by the governments of the Americas, by the OAS and  the CIM, to incorporate a gender perspective in the entire region.

The issue of gender mainstreaming has been gaining visibility within the OAS,  bringing with it the possibilities of  joint initiatives with other units of the Organization as well as participation with the process of follow up to the Summit of the Americas Process.

Nevertheless, we must remain alert and always moving forward.  The task of modernizing our institutions must continue.  The changing times demand institutions that can change with those times  and take on new challenges.

It is necessary to develop new strategies and mechanism that will permit the entire organization with a gender perspective in such a manner that the analysis of the considerations of gender become a cross-cutting measure in all of the actions, programs and projects of the OAS.  These possibilities should be explored and managed to produce a multiplier effect with sufficient resources to advance, in a concrete and solid manner, the attainment of equity and equality of opportunities for the women of the hemisphere.

I have the confidence that this Assembly of Delegates will know how to direct the efforts of the CIM to continue into the next biennium with the efforts  that will yield excellent results, especially in fulfillment of the  mandates of the General Assembly that tasked it to be the organ of follow up and coordination of the Interamerican Program for the Promotion of the Human Rights of Women and of Gender Equity and Equality.

During this period, the CIM also realized other activities in  fulfilling the Biennial Work Program of 1998-2000, which gave priority to four specific areas:  the elimination of violence, the participation of women in the structures of power and in decision-making, education and the eradication of poverty.  Of these, I want to focus on two:

With the financial support of the U.S. Agency for International Development and the Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS, and in partnership with universities in Canada and the United States, two major regional projects in the areas of violence and human rights, were launched.
The first of these, Violence in the Americas, is a regional analysis that includes a review of the implementation in the member states of the Convention of Belem do Para five years since its ratification.  This project will be analyzed and discussed by experts in four regional meetings.  The experts will then propose the appropriate strategies to generate more timely and concrete results.  We truly expect that this will demonstrate the immense potential of the CIM to propose solid recommendations on issues of primary importance for the governments of the Hemisphere.
The second project is the research into the International Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas.  Both projects will be completed in this coming biennium and their results will be presented to the members states along with recommendations for action.

The CIM has an important role to play in the future. It should continue working as an intergovernmental hemispheric forum for excellence, and as a center of consensus,  continue to present the member states with instruments and strategies that promote equal opportunity and gender equity and equality at all levels.  It must strengthen its relationships with civil society, especially with women’s organizations, promoting their participation in all spheres.  

The Commission must convert itself into the primary point of reference for all of its Principal Delegates – and their essential ally – in addressing those issues of major importance to women which,  because they are of a cross –cutting nature, are intrinsically contained in all sectors of society.  In this regard, the CIM, as a specialized organ of the OAS, has an important role to play, reaffirming its commitment to the strengthening of democracy in our countries and to the changing of cultural patterns and stereotypes.

I want to especially recognize my fellow members of the Executive Committee.  Their ongoing support and their wise insight have  contributed greatly to the success of our administration.  We have succeeded in our goal of guiding a process of change and of the reorientation of this specialized organization and we have developed an increased level of activity consistent with the objectives of the CIM.  

At the close of this Assembly, we will end our participation as members of the Executive Committee, and then we will vote for a renewed commitment to continue fighting for the rights of women.  We will continue to lend our support as we have to date, to the CIM and to the new Executive Committee.

I want to thank all of our Principal and Alternate Delegates for their ongoing support and collaboration, with this committee specifically and with the Commission in general.  Our work would not have been possible without their support.  

I invite them to intensify their efforts and to maintain their commitment  to the CIM, as their  way of contributing to its strengthening and its continued success.  Without the support of our Delegates,  we could not attain those results that the CIM needs to maintain its historic trajectory in the defense of the rights of women and to achieve its visibility within the OAS member states.  To them, to the working groups who collaborated in the preparation of this assembly, and to those persons and institutions that dedicated their time and energy to the activities of the Commission, thank you very much. 

And lastly, in the name of the Commission, I wish to manifest our appreciation to Dr. Cesar Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS, for his support of the CIM activities during this period.  To Ambassador Christopher Thomas, former Assistant Secretary General, who participated with us in our efforts throughout the ten years of his tenure; to Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, the newly elected Assistant Secretary General, who has expressed his interest and commitment to our issues and to the work that the CIM is undertaking.  

I want to especially thank the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ms. Carmen Lomellin, for her efficiency and her dedication – and to the staff of the  Permanent Secretariat for the painstaking attention in carrying on their tasks.  

I know that this Assembly of Delegates will be successful and am certain that the results will reflect the excellence, energy, decisions and commitment of the delegates to promoting the leadership of the CIM as the “Principal Forum for generating hemispheric policies for promoting the human rights of women and gender equity and equality”.  With faith and hard work, we will succeed in true equality for all women within our societies…!

Thank you very much !
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